
Write For Us!  
 
So, you’re keen to write for The Big Issue? We’re keen for you to write for us, too! We’re always 
on the lookout for lively, informative reads, especially ones delivered with hope, humour and heart.  
 
We publish personal essays, issues-based reads, arts features, photo essays and interviews. We 
like first-person, experience-based stories – intelligent pieces that are bursting with colour and life. 
If they’re a little bit kooky too, so much the better. We want something that’s going to stop people 
in their tracks. Stories that will make our readers think, laugh, cry, be inspired – and tell their 
mates about later. 
 
We have a proud history of publishing underrepresented writers and promoting diverse voices. 
Our readership is large and broad ranging, aged from 0 to 100. They’re savvy people, generous-
spirited people, curious types, and optimistic – your stories should be too! We’re a national 
publication, published fortnightly. 
 
If you’ve never written for us before, no worries! Read recent editions of the magazine for a sense 
of our content and style. If your piece fits our tone and style, we want to read it.  
 
If you’ve got a great idea but you haven’t written for us before, that’s okay too. Just send in some 
examples of your writing with your pitch, as well as a couple of sample sentences to give us a feel 
for your piece. 
 
If your story is tied to a specific date or event, please give us lots of notice: ideally, pitch it two 
months in advance. We’re a small editorial team, with long lead times. 
 
How to Submit 
 

• Please send your story as a Word attachment and also a back-up pasted in the text of the 
email. 

• We like a 12-point serif font and page numbers.  
• Don’t forget to include your name and contact information with your submission, including a 

phone number. 
• If your submission is successful, we will also require a short bio (25 words or less) and a 

social media handle, if you’d like one included with your byline. 
 
Please note that we only publish material that has not been previously published elsewhere. All 
content must be original and your own work. You retain copyright. Be aware, too, that because we 
have a small editorial team it may be some time before we can respond to your submission. 
 
Please send pitches and submissions to submissions@bigissue.org.au 
 
 
 
Story Length and Pay Rates: 
My Word, personal essay (850 words): $200  
Longer essays and newsy pieces (1200-1300 words): from $250 
Arts features/interviews (1000-1200 words): $300 
Arts columns (650 words): $200  
All writer fees are paid on publication 
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